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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Section lGOl. All the public elementary and high 
schools in the school districts of the first, second, and 
third class in this Commonwealth shall he kept open 
each year as follows: F'or the school year beginning 
the first Monday of Jt!ly, one thousand nine hundred 
and 'twenty-one, and each school year there.after, one 
hundred eighty (180) days. All the public elementary 
and high schools of school districts of the fourth class 

·in this Commonwealth shall bP kept open each year as 
follows: For the school year beginning the first Mon
day of July, one thousand nine hundred twenty-one, 
not less than one hundred fifty (l!'iO) dnys; for the 
school year beginning the first Monda,y of July, one 
thousa.nd nine lvundred and twenty-tico, and each 

. school yea,r thereafter, not less than one hundred sixty 
(160) da,ys. Unless otherwise provided by this. act, 
the board of school directors in any district may keep 
such other schools or departments as it may establish 
open during such time as .it may direct. 

APPROVED-The 20th day of May, A. D. 1921. 

WM. 0. SPROUL. 

Xo. 35:3. 

AN ACT 

Providing for the condemnation by the Commonwealth of lands 
suitable and desirable for forest purposes or game preserve 
purposes or the perpetuation and protection of fish; and defin
ing the powers and dutie~ of the Department of Forestry, the 
Board of Game CommiR!iioncrs, and the Department of Fish
eries, respectively, in rdntion thereto. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That whenever the 
State Forest Commission, the Board of Game Com
missioners, or the Department of Fisheries desires to 
acquire land suitable and desirable for State forest 
purposes, for game preserve purpo.ses, or for the per
petuation or protection of fish, respectively, and a 
price for such lanus cannot be agreed upon with the 
owner or owners the1·eof, or nvhere such owner or 
owners cannot be found, in all such cases the State 
Forest Commission, the Board of Game Commissioners, 
or the Department of Fisheries is authorized to <tC-

11uire the said respective classes of lands by condem· 
nation. 

Section 2. The Commissioner of Forestry, the Sec
retary of the Board of Game Commissioners, or th1~ 
Commissioner of FiP.heries, on behalf of the Common
wealth, may respectively enter upon any of such lands, 
and take possession thereof. Thereupon the Com
missioner of Forestr,v, the Secretary of the Board of 
Game Commissioners, or the Commissioner of Fish
~rics, res:pectively, through the Attorney General, or 
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any of the owners, if known, may apply to the court 
of common pleas of the county wherein such lands 
are located for the appointment of viewers. 'rhe 

· court shall appoint three viewers, and shall appoint 
a time, not less than twenty nor more than thirty days 
after the presentation of such petition, when the view
ers shall meet upon the lands and view the same and 
all improvements in connection therewith. 

Se~tion 3. The viewers shall give at least ten days 
notice of their first meeting to the Commissioner of For· 
estry, the Secretary of the Board of Game Commission 
ers, or the Commissioner of Fisheries, as the case may 
be, and to the Attorney General, and to the owners of 
such land, if known. If the owners of such lands are 
unknown, notice shall be given in at least two news· 
papers in such manner .as the court may direct. The 
viewers, having been sworn or affirmed faithfully, 
justly, and impartially to decide and a true report to 
make, concerning all matters ~o be submitted to them 
in relation to which they are authori~e<l to inquire, 
and having viewed the lands and premi.ses, shall hear 
the parties and thei1· witnesses, and shall estimate 
and determine the value of the property so taken. 
\Vbere the owner of such lands and rrcmises is un· 
known, the viewers shall estimate and determine the 
value of the land and improvements upon the testi· 
mony of the witnesses for the Commonwealth and 
any witnesses called by the viewers. 

Section 4. 'l'he viewers shall prepare their report, 
and shall give at least ten days written notice of a time 
and place where they will meet and exhibit their re· 
port and hear all exceptions thereto. If any owners 
of said lands are unknown, notice shnil be gh·en in two 
newspapers in the same manner as the notice of their 
first meeting was given. · 

Section 5. After making whatever changes are nee· 
cssary, the ·viewers shall report to court showing 
the damages allowed, and, if necessary, shall also file 
a plan showing the property taken. [n all cases whete 
the owners are known, lthe report sh11ll also state to 
whom the damages are payable. In case:;, where the 
owners of the property are not known, ti:.a t fact shall 
be clearly stated in the report. 

Section 6. When the report is filed, notice thereof 
shall immediately be given to the Commi~:;ioner of For· 
estry, the Secretary of the Board of Game Commission
ers, or the Commissioner of Fisheries, as the case may 
lie, the Attorney General, and the owners of the land 
where known, which notice shall state that, unless ex· 
ceptions be filed thereto within thirty dayf: after the 
filing of the report, the same will be confirmed absolute
ly. '\-Vhere any owners of snch lands are unknown, 
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

notice shall be given in at least two new:>papers in 
such manner as the court shall direct. 

Section 7. Within thirty days after the filing of 
any report, the Commonwealth or the owners cf Euch. 
lands may file exceptions to the same, and tbe court 
shall confirm, modify, or change such report, 01· refer 
the same back to the same or new viewers. 

Section 8. When the report is filed, the prothono
tary shall mark it "confirmed nisi." In case no excep
tions are filed thereto within the time herein specified, 
the court shall make a decree that the report is con
firmed absolutely, which decree shall be entered by 
the prothonotary. 

Section 9. Within thirty days after any report 
of viewers is filed under this act, the Oom:-t0nwealth 
or the owners of such land may appeal to the court of 
common pleas, and demand a trial by jm·,v. Within 
six months after a confirmation absolute on exceptions, 
or within six months after a verdict am1 final judg
ment on appeal for a jury trial, the Oommissior.er of 
Forestry, the Secretary of the Buard uf Ga!~t(' Com
mi8sioners, or the Commissioner vf Fi:-d1e1·ie:-=, as the 
cai;e may be, or the owners of such land, may app<'al to 
the Supreme or to the Superior Court, as in other cases. 

Section 10. When the amount payable to the owner of 
such land has been ·finally determined, the sarr.;! shall 
be paid by the Commis.sioner of Forestry, the Secre
tary of the Board of Game Commissioners, or the Com
missioner of Fisheries, as the case may be, from appro
priations for such purposes or from the Resident Hunt
ei"s License Fund or the Fish Lieense Fund. All 
costs in connection with any such proceedings shall be 
pail: by the Commonwealth in like manner. · 

Section 11. ·when the owners of such lands are un· 
known, the Comrni:;;sioner of Forestry, the Secretary of 
the Board of Game Commissioners, or the Commission
er of Fisheries, as the case may be, may enter upon and 
appropriate the lands for the use of the State, as 
herein provided. In all cases where the owners of lands 
are unknown, and the report of viewers has bee:n final· 
ly confirmed, the Commonwealth sha 11 be liable for all 
damages awarded therein. If, at any time after the 
final confirmation of the report of viewers, any person 
appears and proves title to said lands, such persons 
shall be entitled to an1l receive from the Commonwealth 
the sum so awarded by the viewers. Any such claim
ant of the land may petition the court of common plea~ 
of the county wherein the land is located, giving a brief 
outline of the facts upon which the claim ie. based. 
Thereupon the court shall direct an issue to be framed, 
wherein the claimant shall appear a<i plaintiff, and the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as defendant. Such 
issue shall be tried according to the rules of procedure 
and evidence ~overning trials in ejectment, with a right 
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of appeal by either party to the proper appellate court. 
lf the final judgment on such issue is in favor of -tht 
plaintiff, the sum awarded by the report as finally con
firmed shall be paid by the Common wealth to said 
claimant. The party to the action against whom the 
judgment is entered shall be liable for the costs as pro
vided by law in other civil actions. 

Section 12. The Department of .Forestry, or tlw 
Board of Game Commissioners, or the lJepartmeut ol' 
Pisheries, respectively, shall have the control and supe1·· 
vision of all such lands acquired under the provisions 
of this act. All income and revenue derived from said 
lands shall be expended in the same manner and for the 
same purposes as provided by law for the expenditure 
of the income from the State forests or the receipts of 
said Board of Game Commissioners or Department of 
Fisheries, respectively; and, for such purposes, such iD
come derived from lands acquired by the Board of Gamt 
Commissioners is hereby specifically appropriated, anu 
shall be paid into the "Resident Hunters' License 
Pund"; and the income deriverl from lands ~lcquired by 
the Department of Fisheries is hereby spc>eifically ap
propriated., and shall be paid into the "Fish License 
Fund." 

Section 13. An act, entitled "An act providing for 
the condemnation by the Commonwealth of lands suit
able and desirable for forestry purposes, and defining 
the powers and duties of the Department of Forestry 
or. the Department of Conservation in relation there
to," approved July seven, one thousand nine hundred 
and nineteen (Pamphlet Laws, page seven hundred and 
twenty-three), shall be, ancl is hereby, repealed. All 
other acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith or sup
plied by this act are hereby repealed. 

APPROVED-The 20th day of May, A. D. 1921. 

WM. C. SPROUL_ 

No. 354. 

AN ACT 
Empowering cities of the third class to contract with certain in

corporated associations to use and occupy public parks and 
playgrounds, subject to regulations prescribed by said cities .. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That, from and after 
the passage and approval of this act, cities of the third 
class be, and herehy are, authorized and empowered to 
enter into contracts and agreements with any incorpo· 
rated association, acting within its corporate powers, 
for the use by the latter of any park or playground, 
owned, leased, or occupied by said cities, for such period 
and upon such terms as to maintenance, upkeep, and 
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